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3rd MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
MINUTE
Held in St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh at 2pm on Wednesday 15 April.

Present:

	Councillor Susan Aitken
	Councillor David O’Neill (Co-Chair)

	Marco Biagi, MSP (Co-Chair)
	Don Peebles

	Councillor Rhondda Geekie
	Alex Rowley, MSP 

	Dr Angela O’Hagan
	Andy Wightman

	
	


Apologies received from Councillor Catriona Bhatia, Councillor Angus Campbell, Isobel d’Inverno, Mary Kinninmonth and Dr Jim McCormick. 

In attendance:

Emma Close, Neil Ferguson, Robin Haynes, Adam Stewart (secretariat)

Minutes of 2nd meeting (24 March 2015)
1. The draft minute was agreed by all and will be placed on the Commission website.

Developing expertise – Council Tax
2. Professor Kenneth Gibb of Glasgow University gave a presentation to the Commission on the history of local domestic taxation in Scotland which included the domestic rates system, community charge and council tax.   

3. A further presentation from Don Peebles set out how Council Tax operates in the context of local government finance, highlighting sources of local government finance, local government expenditure, the ‘gearing effect’ and effects of the Council Tax ‘freeze’.

4. A third presentation from Jim McCafferty, Senior Vice President of the Institute of Revenues, Rating and Valuation (IRRV) covered the factors that led to the introduction of Council Tax, how it operates in practice, the lack of progressivity in the tax structure, collection rates and a profile of the properties in each band.

Tax Principles and Tests 
5. It was agreed to further revisit this agenda item at a later meeting of the Commission.
4. Update on Public Engagement and Calls for Evidence
a) Call for written evidence

6. Commissioners were asked to provide any final comments on the draft call for written evidence to the Secretariat by close on Tuesday 21 April.  It was agreed that the call for evidence will run for a period of 8 weeks and will be issued in the week commencing Monday 20 April, with the precise date determined by the availability of PR input.

 b) Online questionnaire

7. The Commission agreed to launch the online questionnaire, supported with further PR activity, soon after the UK election on 7 May.

c) Literature Review

8. The secretariat described the activity that has been undertaken to prepare for the procurement of a literature review.  It was agreed that the Commission would consider the detail of the literature review at its next meeting.  

d) Oral evidence sessions
9. The Commission noted that three oral evidence sessions have been scheduled for 18 May (Scottish Property Tax Reform Group), 19 May (looking at previous studies on domestic local taxation and 22 June (experiences in Wales, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland).  

10. The Secretariat will continue to organise further sessions based around a number of different themes.  The Commission emphasised the desire to have each session open to the public and streamed online where possible.

11. It was agreed that there was no need for a session involving representatives of political parties. 
12. It was agreed that to limit the need for time to explain contextual material, organisations giving oral evidence would be asked in advance to provide a short written submission to the Commission and to give a short opening statement.  The Secretariat will offer Commissioners prompts on possible lines of questioning for each session.

13. The ad hoc group on public engagement had envisaged that not every commissioner would be expected to attend every oral evidence session – rather Commissioners would be invited to sign up to those that they were interested in attending. 
AOB
14. The Commission noted the following AOB:
· Update on PR campaign: in progressing the media awareness of the Commission’s work –required to enable it to secure the public opinion required by the remit – it was noted any material provided to the media would be agreed by both the co-chairs.

· Quantitative Analysis Update (paper 3-4) – Action – it was agreed that the secretariat will set up bilateral meetings with Commissioners to discuss the details of the quantitative analysis that will be needed by the Commission with an update to the Commission on progress by 12 May. 
· Communications between secretariat and commissioners – it was noted that, notwithstanding bilateral discussions, the Secretariat will seek to limit communications with all Commissioners to once a week or once a fortnight where possible.

Future Meetings 
15. The Commission noted the dates of the next meetings (all to be held in St Andrew’s House):
i. 29 April 13.00 – 14.00: Northern Ireland, Wales and overseas experiences - David Magor, IRRV Chief Executive and advisor to OECD on local taxation.
ii. 5th May 10.00 – 13.00: Land Value Tax, other property taxes / quantitative analysis
iii. 12 May 10.00 – 13.00: Valuation issues / Local Income Tax.
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